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Phil Cummings is an award winning author of over seventy books for children (from picture books to novels) in a career that has spanned thirty years. His work has been published in Australia, New Zealand, U.S, Japan, China, South Korea, Canada, U.K. and throughout Europe. He is a registered teacher and has been a Premier’s Reading Challenge Ambassador since its inception in 2004. Phil was also named National Literacy Champion in 2006. 
Highlights for 2019: Phil has four new books due for release in 2019.

‘Through the Smoke’ illustrated by Andrew Maclean published by Scholastic Press. 

‘Hip Hop Barn.’ Illustrated by Mandy Foot published by The Little Book Press. 

‘Touch the Moon.’ Illustrated by Coral Tulloch published by Allen and Unwin. 

‘A Boy and a Ball’ Illustrated by Phil Lesnie published by Scholastic Press.
Phil has also worked with renowned arranger composer Glyn Lehmann to create a series of songs that tell the story of the ‘Space Race’ in the sixties to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the moon landing in July 2019. The work, entitled‘Space Race’, will be performed by the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra in September 2019. 
For tickets go to: https://www.aso.com.au/products/family/space-race
Check this out and see more of Phil’s musical projects at. www.songlibrary.net
2019 will also mark the 30th anniversary of Phil’s career as published author and the State Library of South Australia is mounting an exhibition of Phil’s work. The free exhibition will run from April 21st to July  21st 2019 and offer an in-depth insight into his creative process including original manuscripts, original artwork from many of his books, handwritten notes and digital presentations of the musical projects Phil has recently undertaken. The exhibition will also form part of The Dream Big Festival.  Information and bookings: www.slsa.sa.gov.au/communitylearning or contact: slsacommunitylearning@sa.gov.au , (08) 8207 7239.  
For a more in-depth look at Phil’s books, career and life go to. www.philcummings.com
Phil’s most recent titles include:

 ANZAC Biscuits illustrated by Owen Swan, Scholastic Press.  A  Children’s Book Council of Australia Notable Book 2014. 
Bridie’s Boots illustrated by Sara Acton, Working Title Press CBCA Notable Book 2015.

Be Brave, Pink Piglet illustrated by Sarah Davis, Lothian children’s books, Hachette Australia.

Ride, Ricardo, Ride! Illustrated by Shane Devries, Omnibus Scholastic CBCA Honour Book 2016. 
BOY Illustrated by Shane Devries, Scholastic Press.  Winner of the 2017 Children’s Peace Literature Award. 

Children’s Book Council of Australia Awards – Notable Book 2018

 Shorlisted - Children’s Book Council of Australia Awards Early Childhood category. 

Shortlisted for the Speech Pathology awards. 
Feathers illustrated by Phil Lesnie, Scholastic Press. Shortlisted for the Prestigious Prime Ministers Literary Awards. 
Children’s Book Council of Australia Awards – Notable Book 2018
Look Out Pink Piglet! Illustrated by Sarah Davis, Lothian children’s books, Hachette Australia.
Wilbur, Grace and Joe,  Illustrated by Amanda Graham, Little Book Press. Children’s Book Council of Australia Awards – Notable Book 2018.
Phil has also co-written two musicals available online for schools to perform. Both musicals, created with Glyn Lehmann, renowned songwriter, composer and arranger, are a complete package, containing backing tracks, music sheets, scripts , ideas for classroom teachers, everything that schools need to perform the work in their own chosen environment.  The first musical is entitled Arlie Abbstock and the Incredible Cape, and is available from: www.songlibrary.net for schools to produce and perform as part of their Performing Arts program. The second musical, One Drop of Rain is set in a harsh rural landscape.  Covering themes of drought, family, resilience, the importance of creative play and a child’s imagination. The musicals are available online through the song library www.songlibrary.net.
A Book Will Take You There is a song Phil and Glyn wrote for Book Week and is also available now on the song library. www.songlibrary.net
